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which Germany's interests are involved can be made with-
out her consent, let alone without her knowledge.
In reply to this tirade, I observed that France had given
proof of her earnest desire to make up for that unfortunate
incident. Had not Delcasse been forced to quit his post
and had he not been succeeded by a man who was anxious to
settle the matter amicably? I went on to quote Ambassador
Radolin to the effect that Rouvier was willing to make all
the concessions that could reasonably be expected of him
and that, on the whole, the attitude of the French Govern-
ment was very tactful. I also called His Majesty's atten-
tion to the fact that Rouvier was favourably disposed to
the idea of a Franco-German entente and that, should the
negotiations fail, his Cabinet'was likely to be succeeded by
one which might be disinclined to favour that idea* In my
explanations I went into great detail, for I noticed that the
Kaiser was not abreast of the negotiations which his pleni-
potentiary was conducting in Paris. I then repeated the
arguments I had expounded to Ambassador Radolin in
favour of having the matter arbitrated by an international
conference, and I reported that both the German Ambas-
sador and Rouvier approved of this plan. Should France
reach an understanding with you as a result of the present
parley, I added, some other country, for instance the United
States of America, might object to that agreement and
thereby place both parties to the treaty in a very awkward
position. Under the circumstances, I concluded, an inter-
national arbitration conference is the best possible solution.
A pause ensued, at the end of which, His Majesty took
a blank, penned a telegram to Chancellor Biilow and showed
it to me, saying: "You have convinced me. The matter will
be settled in accordance with your views."
Our conversation lingered en for a while. His Majesty
spoke slightingly of our Ambassador to Great Britain,
Count Benckendorff, whose chief diplomatic role was that